IPM(Integrated Pest Management)
        There are many aspects to IPM 
        Synchronous Phonological Indicators; when particular plants bloom, or are in some phase of blooming, certain insects emerge at that time. For example, when Redbud blooms Pine Sawfly emerges; like clockwork. It works this way in a similar fashion with most if not all insect pests.
         This is valuable because we can use the least amount of the least toxic material at the most susceptible time in the pest’s life to gain control. 
 
        Physical or Mechanical control
        Weeds are pulled rather than using herbicide. 
        We do use herbicide when necessary
        When we spray herbicide we use targeted spraying (spot spray) instead of covering everything, as in the case with turf grass.
 
 
        Grass clippings are returned to the soil by using mulching mowers instead of bagging and hauling away. We mow 2 times per week to avoid needing to bag clippings. By returning the clippings to the soil we get better soil structure and 1 pound of nitrogen (per 1,000 sq. ft.) and other elements back into the soil.
 
 
        We grind a significant portion of the leaves we collect in the Fall and use them as mulch in the Spring
 
        We are experimenting with switching our turf grass fertilization over to a completely organic system. We conducted a trial in parts of the garden this with good success
