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Please submit a statement summarizing accomplishments of nominee on each of the following “Green Criteria.” Feel free to edit/delete sections that do not apply. Additional pages or documentation are welcome.

2010 Award Nominee - name of business or organization: J.L. Clark
 
1. Renewable Energy Products or Installations

The hours; too many to record, the red tape; from beginning to current process, the research; hours upon hours; contacts, government forms, meetings, supports of the program, the involvement of Engineers, Universities, DCEO paperwork; the list goes on and on.  The project?  A 30k wind turbine - details and status on the project attached.
 

2. Waste Prevention
The major waste prevention project at J.L. Clark in this past year has been the purchase of a Xerox to be used by the majority of our employees with copying and faxing needs.  Details are attached.

 

3. Recycling

 While J.L. Clark has for the past few years had a strong recycling program, it was decided to follow our waste and see if and how it was being recycled.  Details attached. 
The very nature of the products that J.L. Clark produces requires the use of solvents.  J.L. Clark has hired a dedicated company to help handle this process.  Details attached.

Post Consumer Resin; many of the products produced at J.L. Clark require resin.  We are not in the process of making and testing actual products for consumer end use with post consumer resin.  Details attached.
 

4. Purchasing

  Our purchasing Department continues to be a strong component of our green efforts.  Through a shipping case change that is currently being used to ship Burt's Bees metal bodies and covers, Murrays product Freeze-Away product, etc. we have achieved a remarkable difference in our environment.
 

5. Energy Conservation 
In the past we have completed air audits of our Metals and Plastics facilities and proceeded with corrective actions.  In the past year we have conducted an audit of both facilities by SEDAC; a program run by the U.S. Department of Energy's Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy branch.  Details attached as well as attached SEDAC summary.
   

6. Water Conservation & Water Quality

 Part of the manufacturing process at J.L. Clark required a filtration system to clean the alcohol solution that is used in our Dahlgren Dampening System.  We have installed an automatic system which on a continuous basis filters the dampening solution, removing the impurities from the solution and allowing us to re-use the alcoholic solution. Details are attached.
 
8. Sustainable Site Management
In this past year J.L. Clark proudly received the first ever "Clean Manufacturing Award" from Greener Package, the online sustainable packaging knowledge exchange from the publisher of the Packaging World Magazine.  Judges for this competition were experts from across the packaging value chain utilizing categories and criteria that were specifically designed and uniquely suited to packaging sustainability.

J.L. Clark has also started the process to become Sustainable Green Printing Certification process.  We would be the first manufacturing company to achieve this certification.

  

9. Building or Builder

J.L. Clark's building is over 75 years old.  We are currently pursuing replacing windows, and are actively looking into obtaining LEED Certification for an existing facility.  We hope to be able to expound on this more in the coming year.
Other (Please describe)
Hosting and attending Waste to Profit Meetings, Attending and Speaking at the Illinois Recycling Association event, attending seminars, financially supporting Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful, these are just a few of the projects J.L. Clark participates in to help other organizations to support the green efforts of our community.
Renewable Energy Products or Installations:

Due to our manufacturing process and capability, J.L. Clark is one of the largest users of electricity in Northern Illinois  We have formed a sub-committee from the Green Sustainable Team to actively pursue the funding and installation of a 30k wind turbine on our property.  Wind studies were completed.  Site maps were drawn up.  Meetings have been held with Engineers, the Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs, etc.  A grant was approved by the DCEO; which due to a funding source not coming to fruition, is now again being applied for.  The Federal Tax Incentive for "Small Wind Turbines" will furnish a grant equal to 30% of the basis of the property for small wind turbines.  J.L. Clark has completed all paperwork and received a Special Use Permit from the City of Rockford for the installation.  A turbine has been chosen.  This turbine would plugged into our highest peak outlet.  The turbine would offset our peak usage time.  This turbine would also be used as back up for our IT Department allowing us to increase our phone, computer, etc. back up time from the current one hour to a potential long lasting sustainable situation.  With funding secured from the tax incentive, J.L. Clark contribution and possible re-grant from the DCEO; we are actively and aggressively looking for the remainder of our funding needed to bring this project to fruition.   With our past green accomplishment this would be our crowning achievement and certainly would be an asset to our manufacturing capabilities and to our community.
Waste Prevention:

J.L. Clark has purchased a new Xerox for use by the majority of J.L. Clark employees for printing and faxing.  

Cartridge Free Solid Ink Sticks:

This new systems has cartridge free solid ink sticks.  This avoids the excessive packaging of toner cartridges which means fewer resources are used and less energy is invested in manufacturing and transportation.  The solid ink packaging is made from post-consumer waste - 100% of which can be recycled locally.

Replaceable Components:

This printer / copier has only one customer replaceable component.  This long life Cleaning Unit can be recycled through Xerox Green Word Alliance.

ENERGY STAR qualified:

The unit has earned 2009 ENERGY STAR for reduced power consumption.

Print Responsibly:

Two sided printing or copying saves paper and energy.  Scanning allows J.L. Clark to go paperless.  The system also has a lower power mode which is self activated.

J.L. Clark Green / Sustainable Measureable Impact:

Using our average monthly print count, there is an average of 1,200 pounds less waste to the landfill on an annual basis (90%) reduction!
Recycling:

J.L. Clark continues its program of recycling everything we possibly can from paper to metal to our plastic re-grind program.  With that in mind; our President; Mr. Phil Baerenwald decided it would be beneficial for us to "follow our garbage" from our building to the end of the cycle.  You can imagine the raised eyebrows of our team as we pictured us covertly following our garbage truck down the street to see its final resting place.  Thank goodness this was not his exact idea.  We currently use One Source to do the final sorting and recycling of all garbage leaving our facility via Veolia.  We arranged a visit to their facility to better understand their process and confirm what we boasted was happening to our garbage really was.  We were very pleased with their process and their facility.  The next step; we will have them stop the normal flow of work and sort ONLY the J.L. Clark garbage to calculate what, if any of our garbage is in the very end, not recyclable.  Burt's Bees is one of our customers and they have a "Dumpster Dive" process by where they set a tarp in the parking lot and dump all garbage cans, etc. onto the tarp and the Green Team sorts through it to see what was put in the garbage that could have been recycled.  As this process was also "in the back pocket" of our President; J.L. Clark's Green Team is grateful that One Source has the ability to do this for us.
Recycling of our solvents with WRR - our hazardous wastes; like spent coatings and solvents, press plate cleaners, periodic neutralized wicket, plate developer and out of date inks are disposed of through fuel blending.  This means that these compounds are shipped off-site, mixed with a primary fuel source like oil or coal and burned for production of a necessary commodity like cement.  Through this process these wastes are no longer a hazard, instead they become a means to save fossil fuels.  Now what does that means in numbers to us?

368,797 pounds of waste are produced via our processes in one year

46,551 pounds of that went to fuel blending (13%)

317,849 pounds total go to solvent recovery (86%)

Pretty remarkable considering what the alternatives were in years gone by!

Post Consumer Resin - J.L. Clark is currently testing using post consumer resin in the manufacturing process of one our Burt's Bees containers.  Post consumer resin is resin from discarded consumer products (such as reground plastic clothes hangers) which has a stabilizing additive and then is sent to us to be used in products we manufacture.  We are able to use quantities of up to 100% post consumer resin in our product.  If testing continues in the positive fashion that is currently has, we will be in a position to submit to our customers a product that has been manufactured from post consumer resin which further falls into their green missions purposes.
Purchasing:
J.L. Clark is a manufacturing company that produces custom made metal and plastic containers.  It is safe to say 100% of what we manufacture is shipped one way or another out of our facility to places around the United States.  Having put a railcar program in effect for incoming resin, etc. as was highlighted in last year's submission; it was now time to start looking at the packaging we used to ship or product to our customer.  Purchasing investigated a case we were using to ship metal bodies and covers to Burt's Bees, metal cans to Murray's, plastic Freeze Away containers made for Schering Plough and other misc. containers.  Below is a table which shows the sustainable impact made with the change of this shipping carton.  We will continue to look at other products we ship and look for ways to continue making a positive impact on our environment!

[image: image2.emf]MEASUREABLES  Trees   40" Tall   6 - 8" Diam.   (One)   Equiv. to   294  Lbs/Wood  Energy   For Avg.   Home  (1)   (Annual)   Equiv to   91MM   BTU's    Emissions   From 1   18 - Wheeler   (Annual)   Equiv to   5.5   Lbs of SO2  Emissions   From 1   Avg. Car   (Annual)   Equiv to   11,013   # of CO2  Solid Waste   Per   Garbage   Truckload   Equiv to   28,000   Lbs of waste  Water   1 Avg.  Backyard   Swimming   Pool   Equiv to   25,000   Gal/Water  

Using   Previous    2069B Case   (7,800 Annual)    108    2    28    3    0.4    2. 4  
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Energy Conservation:

J.L. Clark conducted an energy audit of our main Metals facility with SEDAC.  Results were sent back to us by SEDAC along with recommendations.  Please see the attached report.  It is now the teams responsibility to complete the process by evaluating the recommendations and moving forward with these projects.
Water Conservation and Water Quality:

Part of the manufacturing process at J.L. Clark required a filtration system to clean the water / alcohol solution that is used in our Dahlgren Dampening System.  We have installed an automatic system which on a continuous basis filters the dampening solution, removing the impurities from the solution and allowing us to re-use the water / alcohol.  This process has saved us 100 gallons of water / alcohol per WEEK.  We intend in 2011 to put this same automatic system on the remainder of our Dahlgren Dampening Systems.  
Sustainable Site Management:

J.L. Clark submitted an application and received the first ever "Clean Manufacturing Award" from Greener Package, the online sustainable packaging knowledge exchange from the publisher of the Packaging World Magazine.  Judges for this competition were experts from across the packaging value chain utilizing categories and criteria that were specifically designed and uniquely suited to packaging sustainability.  This application covered all aspects of our manufacturing process and building procedures relating to green sustainability.  There were also other awards handed out to companies for green packaging, green containers, etc.  A magazine article in the Packaging Word Magazine featured all winners.  J.L. Clark was proud to win the prestigious award.

J.L. Clark has started the process to achieve the Sustainable Green Printing Certification.  This is a popular certification with paper printers but as our process is basically the same we decided to contact SGP and see if there were willing to certify a manufacturing company.  They were and so we have submitted our initial paperwork, fee and have started getting ready for the audit that is completed prior to receiving certification.  J.L. Clark would be the first manufacturing company to achieve this certification.
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Other:

J.L. Clark has now been in Rockford for 106 years.  We are a strong proponent and supporter of our city.  We sit at the end of 6th Street where it intersects at 23rd Avenue.  We are known by most for the building with "that tall tower".  Often we will tell people who ask what we do - we pretty well guarantee that we have something in your house that we make - you just do not realize it.  Our list usually starts with the McCormick pepper can, then goes to Burt's Bees products.  Somewhere in there we are sure to mention the old metal band aid can that we used to make.  Perhaps we will mention the small license plates given away in cereal boxes that you hooked to your bike when you were a child.  We certainly never forget our plastic containers and proudly talk about the plastic lid on that McCormick pepper can or the Hershey Ice Breaker container we make.  And of course along the way, the person we are talking to will shake their head or make the statement "I didn't know you made that".  Green at J.L. Clark, and supporting our city is somewhat the same.  We are a strong proponent and supporter of green sustainability programs and progress in our city.  We have hosted and attend the Waste to Profit meetings.  Scott Nieman, Co-Chair of our Green Committee spoke as the Illinois Recycling Association Event held in Rockford.  Charles Jones, our resident wind turbine expert has gone to several meetings in support of alternative energy and several conferences regarding wind turbines.  J.L. Clark, through the CLARCOR Foundation supports Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful in the specific area of educating our youth.   Our team meets regularity.  Our President is an active member of the Green Sustainability Team and continually supports the progress we strive to make both in processes and through financial investment from J.L. Clark.  We have an ever changing Power Point presentation highlighting our progress and processes which we share with those who request it.  Our goal for the near future:  To start to hear people ask not only "are you the folks with the large tower at the end of 6th Street?" but also, "are you the folks with that awesome wind turbine at the end of 6th Street"?.  On that note, we respectfully submit our nomination for the 2010 year.
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