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Please submit a statement summarizing accomplishments of nominee on each of the following “Green Criteria.” Feel free to edit/delete sections that do not apply. Additional pages or documentation are welcome.

2010 Award Nominee -  Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful
 
History & Background

Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful

(formerly Winnebago/Rockford Clean and Beautiful)

This organization was formed as an affiliate of Keep America Beautiful in 1988.   Lori Gummow was hired as a part-time executive director.  She was responsible for organizing and initiating programs for beautification and solid waste handling concerns.  One of the first programs the agency coordinated, along with a volunteer committee, was Recycle Rockton, a voluntary recycling program for the residents of Rockton, Illinois.
The organization began as Winnebago/Rockford Clean & Beautiful in 1988 and while this name served them well for many years, it was decided to change it in April 2007, so as to better align the organization with Keep America Beautiful.  Hence, Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful was created and serves as North Central Illinois’ only affiliate of Keep America Beautiful, the nation’s largest volunteer-based community action and education organization. They are a private, non-government, 501 (c) (3) non-profit public education organization.

Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful’s mission is to improve our environment through education, public awareness and community involvement.
Waste Prevention

The staff at Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful practices what it preaches in many ways.  We use real plates, cups and silverware for lunch every day to eliminate waste.  We also bring in lunch every day in Tupperware and drink filtered water not bottled water.  All paper products and aluminum cans generated in the office are recycled at the Roscoe Recycling Center.  Office lights are turned off when not in use to conserve energy.  All printed material is on recycled content paper using soy based ink.
Recycling

Roscoe Recycling Center

When Rockton began offering curbside recycling to its residents, Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful again worked with a volunteer committee and Waste Management to open the Roscoe Recycling Center.  The Center opened in July 1990 and was staffed entirely by volunteers and was only open on Saturday mornings from 9 a.m. – noon.  In the early years, nearly 20 tons of recyclable materials were collected each month.  

Currently, the Roscoe Recycling Center is still the only local facility staffed solely by volunteers and maintains the same hours of operation.  In 2009, nearly 6,300 households visited the Center, diverting more than 22 tons of materials monthly from local landfills.  With the recent closing of the Sonoco Paper Plant in Rockton, the center has seen a significant increase in residents and now averages nearly 150 households each Saturday and collects 22 tons of material.

In the last 20 years, the Roscoe Recycling Center has been open for over 1,000 Saturdays; utilized more than 9,856 volunteers to unload vehicles and sort recyclables; and diverted nearly 2,900 tons of recyclable materials from our local landfills.

Metals & Electronics Drive
In September 1998, Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful held the very first “Appliance & Electronics Drive”.  Over 40,000 pounds of appliances and electronics was collected from the 225 people who attended.  More than 70 volunteers spent the day unloading vehicles.  In 2009, over 193,000 pounds of metals and electronics were collected from more than 1,767 area households.  The Metals & Electronics Drives now needs 130 volunteers to make the event run smoothly.  Since this program began over 2.3 million pounds of metal has been collected and recycled.

Clothing Drive
The year after the first Metals & Electronics Drive, the Clothing Drive began.  In June 1999, a Clothing Drive was held at the Roscoe and Brynwood Hilander Food Stores.  Two semi-trucks were filled by 60 volunteers.  The total amount of clothing and soft goods collected was 23,000 pounds.  As the success of this program grew, the need for more sites grew too.  In 2001, Clothing Drives began to be held three times a year at all area Hilander Food Stores.  In 2008, Forest Hills Lodge & Banquet and Convention Center became the eighth location.  2009 saw 5,849 people bring 273,000 pounds of clothing and soft goods.  All items collected are redistributed to needy families in the United States and Third World countries.  Since this program started over 2 million pounds of clothing have been collected for reuse.

Christmas Tree Recycling

Another initial program started in 1988 was the Christmas Tree Recycling.  The thousands of holiday trees usually sent to the landfill are now chipped into mulch, which is then available to area residents for use in their home and business landscaping.  In the first few years of this program, there were only five tree drop-off sites and nearly 20,000 trees were chipped annually.  The program expanded to seven sites in 1995, twelve sites in 1996 and added one more in 1998 to the current thirteen.  In 2009, over 32,000 trees were chipped.  In the past 22 years, over one half million trees have been collected, producing more than one million pounds of pine mulch.

Crayon Recycling
Children are the future recyclers and stewards of our environment.  In April 1997, Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful found a program they could directly relate to in Crayon Recycling. Area residents dropped off their broken and used crayons at the Roscoe Recycling Center in late spring.  Children volunteers removed the wrappers from the crayons and sorted them by color.  Adult volunteers then melted the crayons and made new ones in fun shapes like dinosaurs, cars and animals.  In 1998, over 420 pounds of crayons were collected.  Flickers, a local candle, craft and gift store, used these crayons to make the world’s largest candle made from recycled wax.  Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful and Flickers share a place in the Guinness Book of World Records.  This program continues today and has expanded by adding collection bins in local elementary schools.
  
Energy Conservation

With the help of Hollywood actor and environmentalist Ed Begley, Jr., Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful held its first Earth Day Awards Luncheon on Friday, April 11, 2008. Over 400 people enjoyed the presentation by keynote speaker Ed Begley, Jr., a veteran actor and dedicated environmentalist.   His motto of “Live simply so that others may simply live” was embraced by all.  Four Public Service Announcements were filmed with Ed Begley, Jr. to spread the message of energy conservation and Pre-Cycling.  These messages are shown regularly on WTVO Channel 17/FOX 39 and tell viewers how to conserve energy and save natural resources by switching to compact fluorescent light bulbs, using a programmable thermostat, growing food in your own garden and pre-cycling which is buying products that come in recyclable packaging.  These same messages were also filmed with their most recent keynote speakers, Philippe Cousteau, grandson of legendary explorer Jacques Cousteau and Annabelle Gurwitch, host of Wa$ted on Planet Green.  Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful is using star power to help spread important environmental information to Stateline area residents and how they can be a part of the solution.
  

Water Conservation & Water Quality

 
Contamination of drinking water, accidental poisoning of children and pets, identity theft and drug abuse and second-hand use are all possible when prescription and over the counter medications are not disposed of in the proper manner. Did you know? The United States Geological Survey surveyed 139 streams across 30 states and found 80% of water samples contained residues of prescription and non-prescription drugs.  90% of consumers dispose of unused medicines down the toilet or in the trash.  Prescription drugs are now the number one drug used by teenagers.  78,000 children per year under age five are treated for accidental poisoning in the U.S.  Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful coordinated the first Medication Collection in northern Illinois on June 14, 2008.  Over 504 households brought nearly one ton of unused, unwanted and expired prescription and over-the-counter medications to the Medication Collection.  All of the drugs received at the Medication Collection were disposed of through incineration, which is a safe and environmentally correct method, thereby protecting our water supply and aquatic life.  This event was recognized as one of the state’s most successful one-day collections.  In 2009, we have added two additional sites in Belvidere and Freeport and collected nearly 3,000 pounds of medication from 1,100 area residents.
 
Other (Please describe)
Beautification & Litter Prevention

Beautification and litter prevention were and still are important issues that need attention.  Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful joined the hundreds of other Keep America Beautiful affiliates in the spring of 2000 for the very first Great American Cleanup.  Twenty-five organizations came to the local kick-off event to collect their supplies to clean up their chosen area in our community.  This event has grown considerably in the past eight years.  The City of Rockford and Winnebago County are now partners in this program and over a thousand people volunteer to clean up their neighborhoods and areas throughout Rockford and Winnebago County.  For 2009, 1,300 volunteers collected nearly 40 tons of litter and debris was collected from over 75 miles of roadway.
Community Involvement

Volunteers are the backbone of any non-profit organization.  Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful would not be able to hold its many recycling and fundraising events without the help of volunteers.  Whether they were sorting recyclables on a Saturday morning; unloading clothing, metals and electronics in a parking lot; working at an informational booth at various Earth Day events; helping out in the office with data entry and mailings; or presenting environmental programs, Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful’s volunteers made the programs happen. Over the last twenty-two years, the number of volunteers has grown to the current 3,491 who gave 11,516 hours of time this past year with a value of $240,525.  As responsible stewards of their donations, for every dollar invested in Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful last year, they returned the value of $12.75 back to the community.  What does this mean?  For every dollar received, they return an increased value in terms of donated volunteer time; in-kind services such as donated trucks, trailers, tents, and food; and media coverage on television, radio and newspapers.  This is a higher than average amount, as most similar non-profits return a value of $10 - $12 dollars for every dollar invested.

Education: Youth & Adult

One of Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful’s main focuses is environmental education.  Since the organization began, staff and volunteers have been going to area schools, businesses and community groups to talk about the importance of recycling and proper environmental stewardship.  In 1995, a game was developed to help teach children about recycling.  S.M.A.R.T Choice (Save Money And Reduce Trash) taught players how to choose products that will yield the least amount of trash, can be recycled and use less packaging.  In 1996, a video entitled, “The S.M.A.R.T Lunch Adventure” was produced as a companion to the game.  In the past twenty-two years, presentations have been given to over 30,000 students and 10,000 adults.
Please feel free to compose attachments expanding on the criteria. Thank you for helping everyone learn about "Who's Going Green" in Winnebago County. Remember, no effort is too small for our inventory and nominations! We congratulate you on your efforts! Deadline for nominations: Sept. 24, 2010.
Submit this form to: by e-mail (preferred) to: Frank Schier – frank.schier@rockrivertimes.com
By U.S. Mail - WCGB Awards c/o The Rock River Times 128 N. Church St., Rockford, IL 61101
There is no fee to enter.
