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Please submit a statement summarizing accomplishments of nominee on each of the following “Green Criteria.” Feel free to edit/delete sections that do not apply. Additional pages or documentation are welcome.

2010 Award Nominee - name of business or organization: Rockford Park District
 

1. Renewable Energy Products or Installations

The Nicholas Conservatory is being built as a “green” building, a LEED certified building that is environmentally friendly, energy efficient, costs less to operate, and creates a cleaner environment.  The geothermal features will heat and cool the building with re-circulated water through many features indoors and outside.  The Nicholas Conservatory will open late fall, 2011.

2. Waste Prevention

 

3. Recycling

The Park District regularly recycles the following materials: antifreeze, ballasts, batteries, computer components, landscape waste, light bulbs, metal scrap, used motor oil, oil filters, paint and tires 

Recycling occurs at Magic Waters, five golf courses, sports complexes, major parks with picnic shelters, and special events.  Employees recycle right at their desk or work station, and we began a program this year to increase collections on small batteries.  
We have begun examining how the containers themselves can encourage recycling, and in 2009 we introduced new “bottle bins” at Magic Waters to catch the eyes of the guests.  By adding 100 new 4-foot tall bottle receptacles distributed throughout the park for customer use, the amount of material sent to recycling in 2009 increased 19% (290 cubic yards) over 2008.  With that good experience, next on the list is a DCEO grant (to be submitted in the next round) to purchase additional bottle bins for the fields at Sportscore Two.  
4. Purchasing

We are currently gathering and reviewing policy statements from various agencies.  Such statements would be included in all bids and proposals encouraging respondents to use environmentally friendly goods and services whenever economically feasible.

 

5. Energy Conservation

Energy audits were performed at District facilities and recommendations made to reduce electrical (i.e. installing motion detecting light fixtures) and gas usage to meet the goal of 5% reduction in costs, which is a goal we have not yet been able to meet. 
The ‘Green Team’ of environmentally-conscious staff continues to explore new ways to reinforce green and sustainable principles to all staff and to continue to seek energy efficient tactics.  
 6. Water Conservation & Water Quality

Tap filters have been installed at the District’s administrative office for drinking water and reusable water containers have been made available to reduce the use of plastic water bottles.
Ponds at Park-er-Woods, Magic Waters, Mulford Crest, and Sinnissippi Lagoon are all treated with biological clarifier and pond dye to reduce algae growth and improve water quality

7. Transportation 

A committee led by Commissioner Doug Brooks performed an analysis of all facilities and programs, their locations and proximity to RMTD bus routes and stops which revealed many opportunities for citizens to access public transportation to and from RPD facilities and programs.  In partnership with RMTD, a marketing campaign began in June where riders on the bus who were going to a Park District facility or program were given a discount coupon.  A different facility was featured each month.  The purpose was two-fold; to educate citizens how to use the bus system and promote Rockford Park District programs.
 

8. Sustainable Site Management

Sustainable Site Management and Sustainable Design is a future-thinking, cutting edge concept.  It encompasses the District’s mission and the Board’s Priority Results for achievement in terms of land use, accessible transportation, recreation pathways for pedestrians and bicyclists, creating play and resting areas, and featuring natural park areas, all taking into consideration future maintenance, operation, energy, and repair costs.

The Board added this concept to its highest priorities so that parkland and other projects will be designed to be sustainable, meaning the design, construction, operations, and maintenance practices will meet the present needs without compromising the ability of future generations to care for the asset.  What is new must be less costly to operate and maintain, and not become a burden to taxpayers.
Loves Park Playground is a SITES (The Sustainable Sites Initiative) pilot project, which is one of 175 (of some 350 submitted) projects that were selected as pilot projects to test the rating system for SITES. SITES is a rating system which “gives credits for the sustainable use of water, the conservation of soils, wise choices of vegetation and materials, and design that supports human health and well-being.”  SITES is on its way to becoming an internationally recognized sustainable sites certification system with pilot projects in Canada, Spain, and Iceland.  

  

9. Building or Builder

10. Policy (governmental/organizational) 

The District’s Asset Protection policy states:  “The District does not engage in practices, procedures or purchases which are not environmentally responsible, except in instances where there is excessive added cost.”  There is an entire Environmental Policy manual that guides staff in environmental practices, which is in the process of being updated for 2011.
Other (Please describe)

Managed Natural Areas:
While the Rockford Park District is considered to be primarily an urban park and recreation system, the District is turning more land over to managed natural areas. The Rockford Park District Natural Area Inventory (RPDNAI) has identified over 1,500 acres (31% of 4,800 total acres) of natural areas (grasslands, prairie, shrub-lands, forests and wetlands) ranging from small pockets of woods or an un-mowed grassy area along a creek in a neighborhood park to huge blocks of quality habitat like the nearly 1,000 acre Anna Page Conservation Forest/Lockwood and Searls parks.   The Natural Area Inventory is critical in helping Natural Areas Maintenance staff prioritize restoration efforts in the District, identifying high quality sites and recommending restoration projects.

Natural Areas Restoration Projects, 2008 - Present

· Midway Village East Wetland / Prairie 6 acres 

· Searls Park Prairie – 4 acres 

· Puri Park, Rockford Arboretum, and Midway Village - 10 bur oak trees planted 

· Midway Village LZ Memorial - 456 little bluestem plugs planted 

· 10th Ave Park 380 native plant plugs planted 

Natural Areas Restoration Projects, Fall 2010 - Spring 2011

· Midway Village west wetland / prairie planting 6 acres 

· Tinker Cottage meadow restoration 1.5 acres 

· Southeast Park native grass overseeding 15 acres 

· Searls Prairie – plant 5 acres Prairie 2 acres overseeding in the Nature Preserve 

· Midway Village – Grass overseeding on Eastern 5 acre prairie planting 

Environmental Education and Nature Study:
The Rockford Park District has a highly respected outdoor education program that’s been offered since the 1950s.  With the current emphasis on “Leave No Child Inside” and addressing “Nature Deficit Disorder,” fifth grade students spend 2 ½ days at the education center being immersed in the natural world and learning about their responsibilities to care for the earth and its plants and creatures.  In addition to the school-year environmental education program (serving about 3,000 youth annually), we also offer two nature-oriented camps for children and teens during the summer (Nature Quest and Camp Lone Oak), serving 750 youth.
Community Beautification:

The City of Gardens is an important project of the District for beautification, reforestation, and conservation.  Through this program, the District distributed and planted 19,000 flowering bulbs to community groups and organizations to plant in commemoration of the Park District’s 100-year anniversary in 2009.
Reforestation:
The District purchased and distributed 1,150 trees to individuals and neighborhood organizations for reforestation efforts in 2009.
Please feel free to compose attachments expanding on the criteria. Thank you for helping everyone learn about "Who's Going Green" in Winnebago County. Remember, no effort is too small for our inventory and nominations! We congratulate you on your efforts! Deadline for nominations: Sept. 24, 2010.
Submit this form to: by e-mail (preferred) to: Frank Schier – frank.schier@rockrivertimes.com
By U.S. Mail - WCGB Awards c/o The Rock River Times 128 N. Church St., Rockford, IL 61101
There is no fee to enter.
