Rock Valley College
Winnebago County Green Business Awards 2010
Rock Valley College strives for sustainability and responsibility in each category. Additional information is available upon request.

1. Renewable Energy Products or Installations
The Boiler House has a co-generation system to generate electric power for the entire campus, and capture the heat to assist in the campus heating.

2. Waste Prevention
Used computers are donated to Computers for Schools. Batteries, toner, and ink jet cartridges are recycled. We remove from the waste stream all recyclables, with bins in every office, classroom, and common area. Double-sided copying and printing are encouraged and default in most equipment.

3. Recycling
Metal, carpeting, light bulbs, and automotive parts (tires, batteries, and fluids) are recycled. We co-mingle clean paper, glass, aluminum, and plastic which are sent directly to a recycling location, and corrugated materials are separated and sold to a recycling location. The campus shredding service recycles all materials. We pull over 24 percent out of the campus waste stream.

4. Purchasing
Sustainability qualities of vendors are a consideration in purchasing decisions, such as utilizing Unisource as our paper vendor, as they replant trees as a course of their business. Sustainability is also a criterion in evaluating construction and renovation plans.

5. Energy Conservation
We have converted light switches to timers and motion sensors to control duration of lighting in unoccupied locations. We utilize of high efficiency T-8 fluorescent bulbs and compact fluorescent bulbs. We have variable speed drives on the HVAC system. Automated building system controls are utilized for better energy control. 

6. Water Conservation & Water Quality
Bio-swale for water quality and control is utilized at the Bengt Sjostrom Theatre. Bathroom sinks are operated by sensor, and low-flow flush toilets operate on sensors.

 

 

7. Transportation 
The College owns two E-85 vans and one hybrid vehicle.  Plant services uses an electric golf cart with solar recharged batteries.

8. Sustainable Site Management
Native plantings are used throughout the campus. Carpet tiles are installed with tiny adhesive discs rather than full carpet and adhesive. Skylights are incorporated into all recent and current renovations. Software is utilized to evaluate cost-effectiveness of co-generation with an emphasis on the impact of natural resources.

9. Building or Builder:
The renovation of Physical Education Center (PEC) was a green-build project that received a gold LEED certification. Please see attached LEED documentation.  The new Karl J. Jacobs Center for Mathematics and Science is striving for a LEED gold certification.  This build incorporates a 420-ton closed-loop geothermal system, a chilled beam cooling system, a building-integrated photovoltaic system, a roof-top green house, and a green roof.

10. Other: Please see the attached letter.

