Severson Dells Nature Center

What we are

Severson Dells Nature Center is a non-profit, tax-exempt organization that provides 17,000 people each year with programs and classes that connect participants with nature. Countless more people come out and walk the beautiful trails of Severson Dells Forest Preserve.

Mission Statement

Our mission is to link people to nature through education and research, in the northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin area. We promote awareness of the natural world, fostering respect, enjoyment and preservation now and in the future.

Our Programs

We offer area schools half and full-day sessions to explore nature at Severson Dells Forest Preserve, while working within individual teachers curriculum. Bird hikes, prairie and wildflower walks, slide shows, and guest presentations are some of the public programs offered through our Nature Center.

History

Harry and Fannie Severson loved nature. To preserve the 369-acres they owned four miles southwest of Rockford, Fannie donated their land to the Winnebago County Forest Preserve District in 1975, and the Nature Center opened shortly thereafter.

Winnebago County Forest Preserve District

Working closely with the Nature Center, the Forest Preserve District maintains the physical property and facilities, including the Nature Center. Our programs are funded by memberships, donations, and proceeds from special events.
“Other stuff”

Severson Dells Nature Center is the home for one of the largest natural history libraries in the area. With over 2,000 titles in the collection, it gives the community an opportunity to do research or just get a good nature book to enjoy. Historical books as well as the latest anthologies can be found there.

Severson Dells has brought to the community some of the most high profile environmentalist and natural history authors in the country to make presentations. People like Dave Forman, Robert Michael Pyle, and Kathleen Dean Moore to name just a few. A recently released book entitled, Moral Ground: Ethical Action for a Planet in Peril, was written with the purpose as it is stated from its book cover…”to bring together the testimony of over eighty visionaries—theologians and religious leaders, naturalists, scientists, elected officials, business leaders, activists, and writers—to present a compelling call to honor our individual and collective moral responsibility to the planet.” Severson Dells Nature Center is proud that nine of those eighty visionaries found in that book have made presentations at our Center. The John Burroughs Award is the top honor that a natural history writer can receive and Severson Dells has had four winners of that award speak to the community here.
Severson Dells Nature Center brings “place based music” to northern Illinois. Folks like Pieta Brown, The Pines, and Kraig Kenning, who write and sing about the connection to the land and people, combining culture, natural history and the arts, giving the community the unique ability to see it all locally.

Many of the programs that are offered promote a “greener” life style. Every day with visiting school groups a low waste lunch program is given. Where students have been educated about packing their lunch to avoid waste, garage is weighed and a presentation is given to over 4,000 students annually about the impact we make with our waste and how we can make a difference. 

Severson Dells recognizes the critical times we are in with a nation that is becoming more and more “slaves of technology” and offer programs for all ages and background. The importance of being exposed to the outdoors and having a basic understanding of how our natural systems work and our impact on them has never been more important then it is now.

