Winnebago County Green Business
2010 Award Nominee:  
Tyler’s Landscaping

 



6701 N. Main Street





Rockford, IL  61103

1. Renewable Energy Products or Installations


Uses wood burning stove to heat buildings and greenhouses


Reuse wood scraps for heat


Solar Lighting

2. Waste Prevention


Email invoices


Contact suppliers to remove name from unwanted faxes and mail solicitations and


duplicate mailings


Reuse paper for non-important information

Use email to communicate with clients

Use electronic payments


Subscribe to electronic versions of trade publications


Use Kindle for meeting notes


Take meeting notes electronically on PDA


Discourage printing of email and electronic correspondence


Use electronic versions of catalog and purchase orders


Paperwork reductions program initiated in 2009 for office and crews


Re-purpose lumber salvaged from deck removals


Use of multi-year plastic on greenhouses

Re-use plastic from greenhouses 
3.  Recycling


Recycles all nursery containers for own use and a drop off point for gardeners

Recycles all paper, plastic, metal, cardboard, and aluminum 

Compost lunch scraps in special composting bin

Compost all organic waste at 
nursery & landscaping operations 

Marketing rain barrels and composting bins


Fabricating rain barrels and composting bins from materials diverted from landfills

4.  Purchasing


Purchases as much as possible locally and in bulk


Uses locally grown nursery stock

5.  Energy Conservation


Energy efficient light bulbs; no air conditioning used in offices


Programmable thermostats to control energy use


Undergoing an energy use audit 


Use recirculating fans in office and shop to reduce heating costs 

Replacement of computers and monitors with energy star rated components

6.  Water Conservation and Water Quality


Collects rain water for nursery plant use


Drip irrigation used throughout nursery

Encourage clients to follow “water wise” irrigation practices


Created rain gardens in 2002 to sequester runoff from nursery and surrounding sites


Hand water to eliminate wasted water 


Use alternate ice melting products to limit use of salt in winter ice contol


Reduced fertilizer use, using organic & one application  per season 

Integrated pest management considered for application of plant health care


Use biological pesticides when needed 

7.  Transportation


Geographical routing list for crews used to minimize drive time and gas use


Car pooling for employees

Use vans to transport employees to events rather than multiple vehicles


Geographic scheduling for design & estimate appointments


Use locally produced hardscape materials


Initiate “no idle zone” for fleet

Promote “no idle zone” at facility


Upgrading to high efficiency vehicles 


Donated special conference phone to ILCA to limit commuting to meetings in 


Chicago

8.  Sustainable Site Management


Native prairie planted at our nursery

Encourage clients to use sustainable landscaping and native plantings

Sequester rainwater in nursery areas to limit run off from site


Sell native plant varieties at nursery

9.  Building or Builder


No fans used in greenhouses during summers – shade clothes used instead


Plantings and shade structures to reduce energy consumption at nursery 

Encourage the use of permeable paving products in our designs
10.  Policy (governmental/organizational)


Corporate member of Natural Land Institute

Land nursery and landscaping business is located on is being managed as a natural area


Member Northern Illinois Beautiful

Other


We have led the way in making the green industry “green”

Our designers are trained in sustainable site management


Offer free sustainable site audits to all existing or potential clients


Two Master Naturalists on staff


Environmental Studies student on staff 


Volunteered in design & construction of community gardens


Donated plant materials to community gardens


Supporter of Winnebago County Green Business event


Participant in Winnebago County Green Business event


Member of Winnebago Buy Local group


Involved in local food production without the use of any pesticides in an effort to



Reduce transportation impact of food production


Involved in development of regional guidelines for sustainable site initiative by the



Illinois Landscape Contractors Association (ILCA)

Have been an active participant in all of the sustainable programs sponsored by ILCA


Served as President of ILCA during initiation of sustainable landscaping programs


Member of Midwestern Ecological Landscape Association (MELA)

Collaborated with MELA to promote programs to ILCA members


Donated materials and labor to groups who salvage plant materials from residential



and commercial sites which are being developed


Salvage plant materials from landscape renovation projects for land conservation 


projects and donation


Replacing fleet with high efficiency and lower emission small engines 

Developed a system to review client’s property to encourage sustainability including:



a. Native plantings in lieu of high maintenance plantings



b. Unnecessary lawn spaces



c. Invasive species management



d. Permeable paving


e. Storm water management



f. Soil erosion control



g. Restore native plant communities



h. Strategic plant placement to increase efficiency of building



i. Composting areas



j. Recycling area 

